Proud to be

A Club for Aircraft Owners, Pilots, and all Aviation Enthusiasts

As you should all know by
now, our friend and
AirPower West President
Gary Miller was killed in
the crash of his T-6 back
on July 9th, 2009 while
practicing for an upcoming
airshow. We will all miss
him for his great spirit,
enthusiasm for flying, and
being an all-around great
guy. A memorial service
was held on July 14™ at
Dick Jones hangar. It was
a very nice service
capped off by a missing

On Tuesday October 27",
the AirPower West Board
of Directors met to discuss
the future of APW. We
again reviewed the
responses from the
membership survey back
in January and had a very
good discussion about the
future of APW. (For more
on the survey see the article
titled “Membership Survey
Results” in this newsletter.) |
am very happy to report
that the Board of Directors
unanimously agreed to
keep AirPower West going
and work toward getting
APW back on track as an
organization. In pursuit of
this goal, the Board has
taken the following actions
effective immediately;

man formation over the
airport. As you may not
know a special fund was
set up in honor of Gary
under AirPower West.
This fund will specifically
be aimed at helping Becky
with the educational
needs of Lindsay,
Geoffrey, Lauren, and

1) Chuck Mangan has
been elected by the Board
as Interim President to fill
that void until elections for
all positions can be
organized most likely in
spring/Summer 2010.

2) George McCirillis has
been designated to review
our current Mission
Statement and lead the
Board to rewrite (if
needed) the Mission
Statement to reflect
comments from our
members survey and our
current situation (few
warbirds anymore, etc...)
He will also lead the board
in creation of a Statement
of Strategic Goals to guide
the organization in the
future and keep us
focused on our mission.
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Taylor. We have been
collecting since July, but if
you would still like to
make a donation, make a
check payable to “Gary
Miller Children’s Fund”
and send it to Chuck
Mangan at the AirPower
West business office
address in the bottom of
this page.

3) The Board agreed to
suspend collection of all
membership dues for the
rest of 2009 and all of
2010.

4) The current scholarship
fund will be frozen as it is
now. No new fundraising
will be performed and no
scholarships will be given
out until the summer 2010
as a minimum.

Since we are now moving
into the winter months that
are less conducive to
meetings and events at
the airport, the decision
was also made to
postpone restarting formal
meetings until at least
spring. Instead, the Board
will use the winter months
to plan for events in 2010.
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The McDonald Racer

number 37 took 5" in
Gold despite engine
problems this year!

The Board did decide to
support an APW
Christmas party this year
to get the members
together for a tradition that
many of us missed last
year. (For more on the party
plans see the article titled
“APW Christmas Party
Scheduled” in this
newsletter.)

Over 250,000 seats were
sold to the National
Championship Reno Air
Races for 2009. CNN and
even IMAX were on the

manifold pressure. Our
outstanding crew of Craig
Haakenson, Todd
Atkinson, Mark and Darrell
Klone and engine building
Rex Vaughn and Drew
Swieder worked tirelessly
to identify the problem.
Nine propeller changes,
carburetor removal, prop
governor, removal of all

I hope that everyone
reading this is happy to
hear that AirPower West
is planning to continue
and will be working toward
revitalization next year.

As your interim President,
| encourage you to email
me anytime
(chuck@mangan.org) with
ideas and thoughts to help

field to cover the event.
Our McDonald Racer
number 37 had been
turning potential new
world record speeds in

intake pipes (looking for a
rag), bore scoping every
part, compression test and
so much more was tried
by the dedicated crew.
Even handicapped this
year by a loss of power
we were able to finish the
National Championship
Air Races, Fifth in the
Gold! A special thanks to

us reinvigorate APW. This
is a great organization
with a great group of
people and | am proud to
be a part of it. | hope that
you all will join me in the
coming months with your
ideas, time and energy to
return APW to an active
thriving and exciting
group.

Denver but upon arriving
in Reno for the big week
we started to lose our
edge. We were missing
about four inches of

the rest of our crew Dick
and Rich Wells, the Zayac
Girls, the Payne family,
Chris, and all the wives
that put up with us! Next
year, look out we are
working the entire winter
to take the gold in 2010!

— B
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Since so many people
asked what happened to
the APW Christmas Party
last year, the Board
decided to bring it back!
This year the dinner will
be held at the Perfect
Landing Restaurant in the
Denver Jet Center
building at Centennial
Airport. Though there will
be no silent auction this
year, Shawn and Jim have
prepared a special menu
and a special deal for us.
The meal will start with a
salad followed by your
choice of either the
Teriyaki Glazed Salmon,
Filet Mignon or Chicken
Alfredo. For desert they
will serve the Flourless
Chocolate Torte with
Vanilla Ice Cream (I had
this last night and it was

1'% $

As we all know AirPower
West has not been very
active in the past year or
more. Back in January of
this year a survey was
sent out to gauge the
membership’s feelings on
the future of AirPower
West. The results of that
survey (by the way thanks
to everyone who
responded) were collected
by myself and presented
to the Board of Directors
on January 31st. As a
result of that meeting
there was a plan to have a
members meeting and
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great!). All this and a non-
alcoholic beverage is
included for a fabulous
price of $28 including tax
and gratuity! (A copy of
the menu is on the last
page of this newsletter.)
Dinner seating will begin
at 6pm but of course you
can come early for Happy
Hour if you want.

Mark your calendars for
Tuesday December 22™
and call or email me
(chuck@mangan.org or
720-810-4888) to reserve
your places as soon as
possible. Bring all your
family, friends, or even
potential members. All
reservations must be
made before Friday
December 11" to be sure
you have a place at the
tables. No money is due
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discuss the future of APW
and this survey, but that
did not come to fruition
before the sad event of
July. Since | have been
asked many times this
year what the results of
the survey were, | thought
| would let everyone know
in this newsletter.

In summary, EVERYONE
wanted to see APW
continue, at least as a
social group and hopefully
more. The members
came up with quite a few
good ideas of ways to

up front, as the restaurant
will maintain individual
tabs for your party as you
want it broken up. That
way, you can also order
drinks, appetizers, etc and
they will put it on your
individual tab.

As is the tradition, don'’t
forget to bring an
unwrapped children’s toy
if you would like to donate
one. Dick Jones will get
collect them and get them
to needy children for the
holidays. Come join
friends to celebrate the
holiday season while
overlooking and enjoying
the activity and
atmosphere at the airport.
We are looking forward to
seeing you there!

Join Us for the APW
Christmas Party
December 22 ™ at 6pm!

grow membership, team
with other organizations,
and bring back life to the
organization. Many ideas
were also put forth for
possible projects that
APW could take on.
Unfortunately, the vast
majority also stated that
they had little or no time to
do much more than attend
meetings.

“EVERYONE wanted to
see APW continue”

If anyone wants to see the
summary of the survey,
feel free to drop me an
email anytime and | can
send it out to you.
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Get published! — Write a
short article about
anything APW members
might be interested in.
Don't worry about
format, just get
involved!

Join your fellow APW
members for Breakfast
most Saturdays.
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As you can see, | am
hoping to resurrect the
tradition of an AirPower
West newsletter to keep
everyone informed on
events, projects and
happenings with our
group. Since it has been
quite a while since the last
newsletter, | had plenty of
news to fill this edition
(with a great article from
John Zayac), but | need
help. | would at least like
to have this newsletter
come out quarterly, but |
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What are you up to next
Saturday Morning? No
plans? Well change that
and come join several
APW members that meet
most Saturday mornings
about 8:30 at the Perfect

can't do it myself. | will
need your help to let me
know events, happenings,
projects or even aviation
related stories that the
members might be
interested in. Now is your
chance to be published!
Simply write up an article
and email it to me
(chuck@mangan.orqg). It
does not need to be long
and pictures are always
appreciated. Also, if
anyone would like to take
the helm and produce the

Landing restaurant. Itis
an informal gathering in
the south end of the dining
area to have some coffee,
(or tea), eat some great
food and talk about
everything aviation and

newsletter, step forward
and let me know. As you
can see | have tentatively
named the newsletter the
“AirPower West Run-Up”
but if you have a better
idea for a name, | am
open to suggestions.

I know there are lots of
great stories out there and
this is an easy way to get
involved from the comfort
of your own computer and
help APW thrive!
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non-aviation related.
Come join friends and
start your Saturdays off
right. We can always add
another chair to the table.

Since this newsletter was produced on
Veterans Day 2009, and | know that there
are MANY veterans in APW and the APW
families | wanted to thank you all for yo

years of service and dedication to ¢
country. | salute all you have done and |
am proud to know you all.

— B
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