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If you missed it, 
December 22, 2009 was 
the AirPower West 
Christmas Party at the 
Perfect Landing 
restaurant.  Over 60 
people showed up and 
had a great time.  We 
started at 6pm and 
everyone spent an hour or 
more visiting with old and 
new friends and swapping 
stories.  By the end of 
dinner we ended up with 
an all out paper airplane 
war!  Two large bags of 
toys were collected for 

APW Christmas Party a Great Success! 
By Chuck Mangan 

AirPower West is Now On The Internet 
By Chuck Mangan 

 
At the Christmas party I 
announced that in 
November, the APW 
Board of Directors 
approved the funding to 
register and start a 
website for AirPower 
West.  In December I 
completed the first site 
design and we went live.  
Next time you are sitting 
at the computer, type 
www.AirPowerWest.org 
into your favorite browser 
and have a look.  On the 
site we have a calendar of 
events past and present, 
newsletters as they are 
published and photo 
albums of events and 
members’ aircraft.  Also 
we have a page for people 
to request membership 
information and of course 
a “contact us” page with 
emails and phone 

underprivileged kids and 
Dick Jones delivered them 
to the Aurora Police 
Department to be 
distributed.  Thanks to 
Jim, Shawn and everyone 
at the Perfect Landing 

Restaurant fo serving us a 
great dinner and putting 
up with everyone.  Visit 
www.AirPowerWest.org to 
see more pictures of the 
event!   

numbers for APW Officers 
and Project Coordinators.  
As you will see, the 
Members’ Aircraft area is 
a bit sparse right now, so 
if you have an aircraft 
send me a photo so that I 
can post it for all our 
members’ enjoyment.  
Also, if you have events, 
project ideas, newsletter 
article submissions or any 

other APW related ideas, 
send them in.  I hope that 
everyone will use this site 
to keep up with upcoming 
events and the 
happenings of APW.  For 
now I am maintaining the 
website, but if anyone 
wants to take it over and 
make it grow, let me 
know! 
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Pot Luck Planned for 
May 8th! 

On January 19th 2010 the 
AirPower West Board of 
Directors met to discuss 
several things.  Among 
the topics was a planning 
session for possible spring 
and summer events.  The 
decision was made that 
on May 8th we will kick off 
the season with an 
AirPower West Pot Luck 
and Membership Meeting.    
Mark your calendars and 
plan your favorite dish for 
the potluck, which will be 
held on May 8th at 12:00 
p.m..  The venue is still 
TBD since Dick’s Hangar 
is no longer available, but 
fear not, I will have us a 
place to party!  Once the 
location is set, we will 
send out an email to let 
everyone know.  Also, if 

you keep an eye on the 
calendar page at our 
website 
www.AirPowerWest.org, it 
will definitely be posted 
there.  If anyone has an 
idea for a location, give 
me a call.  I am hoping 
that we will have aircraft 
there for members to look 
over and with any luck we 
can get some up in the air.  
If you have an aircraft and 
would like to have it on 
display let me know so I 
can plan for enough space 
for everyone.  At the party 
we will also have a brief 
membership meeting to 
discuss the rest of the 
summer and ideas for 
keeping APW alive and 
thriving.  This is a great 
time to bring your friends 
that have considered 

getting involved but not 
joined us yet.  Remember, 
through the 2010 year we 
are not charging any 
membership dues, so 
bring everyone that loves 
aviation.  Plans are in the 
works for drive-in/fly-in 
visits to some great 
museums and more pot 
lucks and I hope to 
announce some of the 
events at this pot luck.  
One I am working on I a 
visit to the new National 
Museum of WWII Aviation 
(see article on next page) 
I am looking forward to 
seeing you all there!   

Upcoming Events in 2010 
By Chuck Mangan 

 

Call for Nominations 
By Chuck Mangan 

 Over the past couple 
years, there have been 
many changes with us all.  
As a result, AirPower 
West has several 
openings in Club Officer 
positions as well as our 
Board of Directors.  This 
summer we will be having 
new elections for open 
Board Member positions 
and for all the club officer 
positions. To keep APW 
active and interesting I 
believe it is very important 
to get new members 
involved all the time and 
have a variety of activities 
and projects going.  Just 
because you have never 

been an officer of APW or 
another organization, 
don’t let that stop you.  At 
the Pot Luck on May 8th 
we will talk more about the 
openings, but if you know 
someone that might be 
interested in becoming an 
officer or board member 
drop me a line with their 
information.  Don’t be shy, 
nominate yourself!   

Also, we are looking for 
interested members to 
become Project 
Coordinators to help lead 
us in some new and 
interesting directions.  Do 
you have an idea for a 
project that you think APW 

members would be 
interested in?  Drop me an 
email with your idea or 
give me a call.  A project 
can be anything that 
members might want to 
get involved in.  For 
example, we could use a 
project coordinator to 
organize APW outings like 
museum visits or fly-ins. 
We could use someone to 
plan and organize pot 
lucks.  Anything is 
possible.  Get involved 
and help make APW 
interesting for everyone. 

Nominations being 
accepted now for APW 
Officers and Board of 

Directors 
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In hundreds of locations 
around America like 
Pueblo, CO, Midland, TX, 
Palm Springs, CA, or 
Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia, PA, there 
are airports that had their 
beginnings in World War II 
as spartan, wind-swept 
military airfields where 
thousands of pilots, 
navigators, bombardiers 
and gunners were trained. 
Today’s system of air 
travel through which we 
can get to virtually any US 
location by plane had its 
beginnings during the 
conflict. 
 
The same can be said 
about the air freight and 
cargo system that 
businesses depend on to 
move their goods from 
place-to-place overnight. It 
has as its beginnings the 
lessons learned in moving 
troops and war materials 
quickly to the theaters of 
wartime operations. 
 
In fact much of our quality 
of life today, not to 
mention our very freedom, 
was gained on the wings 
of the “Greatest 
Generation”, to borrow 
Tom Brokaw’s elegantly 
descriptive phrase. 

 
It is remarkable, but true: 
There is no museum in 
the US dedicated 
exclusively to telling the 
story of the development 
and deployment of 
airpower in World War II, 
that is until now.  
 
Certainly there are 
museums that tell the 
history of airpower in a 
broad sweep of time: the 
Smithsonian’s exceptional 
Air and Space Museum 
features galleries of 
information, exhibits and 
aircraft from World War II, 
along with rich information 
and exhibits from the 
golden age of flight prior 
to the war and continuing 
up to the Space Age. 
There is the Pacific 
Aviation Museum that 
focuses on the air war 
only in the Pacific theater 
of WWII operations. There 
are museums dedicated to 
the World War II heroics 
and aircraft from a single 
branch of the service: the 
national Naval Aviation 
Museum and the National 
Museum of the United 
States Air Force are 
examples. And there are 
museums that focus on 
activities related to WWII 
airpower in a given state, 

Delaware, Virginia, 
Tennessee and others.  
 
These, combined with 
myriad collections of 
aircraft from all eras of 
flight, tell a part of the 
story of airpower during 
the Second World War, 
but not the full story of the 
development and 
deployment of aircraft, air 
and ground crews and 
their needed support. 

On The Wings of the “Greatest Generation” 
By John Henry 

 

 
In Colorado Springs, 
home of the US Air Force 
Academy, the city in the 
valley beneath Pikes 
Peak, a group of highly 
dedicated people is 
working to bring the 
National Museum of World 
War II Aviation to reality. 
 
The Museum is taking 
flight: 
� The physical site at 

the Colorado Springs 
Municipal Airport and 
adjacent to Peterson 
AFB is graded and 
utilities are in place. 

� The museum’s board 
of directors acquired 
three hangars located 
next to the future site 
of the to-be-
constructed main 

educational facility, 
hangars that will serve 
as exhibit space for 
WWII aircraft and 
sites for aircraft 
restoration. 

� A set of powerfully 
unique and engaging 
initial designs from 
Gallagher and 
Associates, one of 
the world’s premier 
museum design and 
consultancies located 

in Bethesda, Maryland 
http://www.gallagherd
esign.com/ is 
completed. 

� The website is up, 
and tells the entire 
story of the effort to 
build the museum: 
www.worldwarIIaviatio
n.org 

 
And the campaign is 
underway to raise funds to 
build the main educational 
facility and equip it with 
state-of-the-art displays 
and exhibits that will 
enable all people from 
school child to scholar, 
from wartime veteran to 
Summer vacationer, to 
learn of the massive effort 
to design, build and 
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Get published! – Write a 
short article about 

anything APW members 
might be interested in.  

Don’t worry about 
format, just get 

involved! 

Join your fellow APW 
members for Breakfast 

most Saturdays. 

  

As you can see, I am 
trying to continue 
publishing an AirPower 
West newsletter to keep 
everyone informed on 
events, projects and 
happenings with our 
group.  I would at least 
like to have this newsletter 
come out quarterly, but I 
can’t do it myself.  I will 
need your help to let me 
know events, happenings, 

Call for Newsletter Stories 
By Chuck Mangan 

 projects or even aviation 
related stories that the 
members might be 
interested in.  Now is your 
chance to be published!  
Simply write up an article 
and email it to me 
(chuck@mangan.org).  It 
does not need to be long 
and pictures are always 
appreciated.  Also, if 
anyone would like to take 
the helm and produce the 

newsletter, step forward 
and let me know. 

I know there are lots of 
great stories out there and 
this is an easy way to get 
involved from the comfort 
of your own computer and 
help APW thrive!  

What are you up to next 
Saturday Morning?  No 
plans?  Well change that 
and come join several 
APW members that meet 
most Saturday mornings 
at about 8:30 at the 

Join APW Members for Breakfast on Saturday 
By Chuck Mangan 
 Perfect Landing 

restaurant.  It is an 
informal gathering in the 
south end of the dining 
area to have some coffee, 
(or tea), eat some great 
food and talk about 

everything aviation and 
non-aviation related.  
Come join friends and 
start your Saturdays off 
right.  We can always add 
another chair to the table. 

Freedom is one of the deepest and Freedom is one of the deepest and Freedom is one of the deepest and Freedom is one of the deepest and noblest aspirations of the human spirit noblest aspirations of the human spirit noblest aspirations of the human spirit noblest aspirations of the human spirit 
––––    Ronald ReaganRonald ReaganRonald ReaganRonald Reagan 

 

deploy the most 
successful wartime 
fighting force the world 
has ever seen. 
 
Learn more by logging on 

to 
www.worldwarIIaviation.or
g and give generously to 
ensure the younger 
generation and those to 
come understand and 

appreciate the freedoms 
we enjoy today and the 
lessons we learned from 
that “Greatest 
Generation”. 
 

Each generation goes further than the generation preceeding it, because it Each generation goes further than the generation preceeding it, because it Each generation goes further than the generation preceeding it, because it Each generation goes further than the generation preceeding it, because it 
stands on the shoulders of that stands on the shoulders of that stands on the shoulders of that stands on the shoulders of that generation.  You will have opportunities generation.  You will have opportunities generation.  You will have opportunities generation.  You will have opportunities 

beyond anything we’ve ever known.  beyond anything we’ve ever known.  beyond anything we’ve ever known.  beyond anything we’ve ever known.  ––––    Ronald ReaganRonald ReaganRonald ReaganRonald Reagan 
 


